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Reservoirs (Scotland) Act 2011
Reservoirs (Scotland) Regulations 2016
The Reservoirs (Scotland) Charging Scheme 2024
The Reservoirs (Scotland) Charging Scheme 2024
The Reservoirs (Scotland) Act 2011 gives Scottish Ministers the power to make provisions for SEPA to recover the direct regulatory and administrative costs of carrying out SEPA duties in relation to controlled reservoirs, under the Reservoirs (Scotland) Act 2011 sections 14 and 23. The costs that will be recovered are as specified in the Reservoirs (Scotland) Act 2011 and the Reservoirs (Scotland) Regulations 2016.
1.	Citation, Extent, Commencement and Revocation 
1.1	This scheme shall be cited and referred to as the Reservoirs (Scotland) Charging Scheme 2024 (and it shall be referred to here as "the Scheme"). 
1.2	The Scheme shall apply to Scotland only and shall come into force on 1 April 2024. The Scheme shall remain in full force and effect unless revoked, varied or withdrawn by us. 
1.3	The Reservoirs (Scotland) Charging Scheme 2018 which came into effect on 1 April 2018 is revoked in so far as it relates to any period on or after 1 April 2024.
2.	Interpretation
2.1	In the Scheme, unless the contrary intention appears:
2.1.1	any meanings given to words or phrases within the Reservoirs (Scotland) Act 2011 and the Reservoirs (Scotland) Regulations 2016 shall have the same meanings here
2.1.2	"the Act" means the Reservoirs (Scotland) Act 2011
2.1.3	"the Regulations" means the Reservoirs (Scotland) Regulations 2016
2.1.4	"regulation" shall mean a regulation within "the Regulations"
2.1.5	“SEPA" means the Scottish Environment Protection Agency, incorporated under the Environment Act 1995 and having its principal office at Angus Smith Building, 6 Parklands Avenue, Eurocentral, Holytown, North Lanarkshire, ML1 4 WQ;
2.1.6	"us" and "we" means SEPA
2.1.7	"you" means the reservoir manager
2.2	The Interpretation and Legislative Reform (Scotland) Act 2010 shall apply to the Scheme; excepting that "financial year" shall be defined as being a period of 12 months ending with 31 March.
2.3	The headings of each of the clauses are for information only and do not affect the meaning of the clauses.
3.	Annual Increases
3.1	Fees under this Scheme shall increase annually on 1 April in each year after the year the Scheme is made, the increase will be in the range from and including 0% up to and including the Retail Prices Index published by the Office for National Statistics as at 30 September in the immediately preceding year.
4.	Fees — General
4.1	Except if we say otherwise in the Scheme, fees and charges must be paid in full at the same time as: submitting of the registration or applying for a review of risk designation.
4.2	We shall issue an invoice for annual subsistence fees which will be due on 1 April of each financial year for the forthcoming year. If, however, an invoice is not received or if an invoice is issued incorrectly the fee is still payable.
4.2.1	For any new reservoirs which are given their first risk designation on or after 1 April 2024, the annual subsistence fee will be applied proportionately for that financial year from the date that the first risk designation is given.
4.2.2	Where, as a result of a review of risk designation of a reservoir, a different risk designation is given, then the amount of subsistence fee payable for that financial year will be based on the risk designation which applied on 1 April of that year.
4.3	Subject to the remainder of the terms hereof, partial refunds of annual subsistence payments may apply where during the course of the relevant financial year, a reservoir no longer requires to be registered.
4.4	Should the risk designation change from high to medium or low risk or from medium to low risk as a result of the review application, then the application fee will be returned to the reservoir manager.
5.	Fees Payable
5.1	A registration fee of £801 is payable on registration.
5.2	A risk designation review application fee of £511 is payable on application.
5.3	An annual subsistence fee is payable for all controlled reservoirs, the fees are set out in table 1.
Table 1:
	Type of controlled reservoir
	Fee

	High risk reservoir 
	£728

	Medium risk reservoir 
	£488

	Low risk reservoir 
	£296



6.	Methods of Payment 
6.1	Payment of a fee shall not have been made until we are in receipt of cleared funds.
6.2	Subject to the terms of Clause 6.3, payment may be made to us by any of the following methods:
a)	by BACS transfer, to the Royal Bank of Scotland, Sort Code: 83-34-00, Account No: 00137187, or such other sort code and account details as we may from time to time determine, or
b)	by credit card or debit card and on completion of the appropriate form included with application forms/invoices
6.3	It is your duty to ensure that we know that a payment has been made by BACS; that it has come from you and to which registration or application it relates.
6.4	We reserve the right to withdraw any method of payment and to introduce new methods of payment, all without notice.
7.	Liability to pay fees and charges
7.1	The reservoir manager(s) of each controlled reservoir is obliged to make payment in full to us of all fees stated herein.





For information on accessing this document in an alternative format or language, please contact SEPA by emailing equalities@sepa.org.uk
If you are a user of British Sign Language (BSL), the Contact Scotland BSL service gives you access to an online interpreter, enabling you to communicate with us using sign language. contactscotland-bsl.org
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